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Rabbi Yisachar Shlomo Teichtal (1885-1945) was one of the few European
rabbis to break ranks with Ashkenazi Orthodox Judaism to support an
active effort to settle the land of Israel. He was murdered on a transport
train during the closing days of World War I1.

Before the war, Rabbi Teichtal was very close to the Rabbi of Munkacs,
Rabbi Chaim Elazar Shapiro, a fierce foe of all types of Zionism. R. Teichtal
was as committed an opponent and as strong a critic of the Zionist
movement, its aims and achievements, before the war, as was R. Shapiro. It
was only during the German destruction of the Slovakian Jewish
community, which R. Teichtal was forced to personally witness and endure,
that he began to draw conclusions diametrically opposed to his pre-war
views on Zionism, Messianic times and secular Jews.

In Eim Habanim Semeichah, R. Teichtal humbly and yet proudly confesses
to his previous errors of judgment and misguided interpretations of Jewish
law and faith. The purpose of his work is to call on his fellow, learned Jews,
who strictly observe Torah precepts, to recant their blind and wrong
opposition to Zionism. Written almost entirely from memory, and while he
was in hiding, the sefer features thousands of sources that refute the
classical anti-Zionist Haredi position. The sefer is widely available in
hebrew and english.
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