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Artscroll Talmud Bavli

WK KyTMm w7 11— Rav Dimi from Nehardea said:
vy K91 pre7T 1vanin — We appoint [the teacher] that is exact
but does not teach at a fast pace, - 5y by 13 xnwnw — for
once a mistake enters a child’s mind it remains. -

Rav Dimi continues by citing an incident to illustrate his point:
¥nyT — As it is writtem: axd wyrawr Dwn nww v,
»aviRa arba nmenmy bxawrbs; ~ For Yoav and all [the
army of] Israel remained there for six months, until he had cut
off every male in Edom.”" The females, however, were spared.

M77 EEY xnx 1 — When [Yoav] appeared before King
David, -u': "R — [David] said to him:
37 072y XRYY '’ — Why did you do this? Why did yoa spare the
females? mb wmx — [Yoav] answered [Davidl: 3man
“ay orng R, — For it is written: You shall obliterate
the male poputatmn of (char) Amalek," w5 vax — [David]
said to [Yoavk 1pp ™31, 13 Kift.= But we read the verse as
follows: You shall obliferate the memory of (zeicher) Amalek.
' mx — [Yoavl said to [Davidl: * pmpx »ay, ki — I was

“taught to read z'char (the male population of).  momg by
. #1379 - [Yoav] then went and asked his childhood teacher
-which version the teacher had taught. v 9nx — [Yoav] said to

this teacher]: - pnmpx 300 — How did you read the verse to
us? % — [The teacher] said to [Yoavk ™, — Iread
zeicher (the memory of). The teacher’s reading of the verse was
correct. But Yoav had mistakenly read zchar (when he was a
child) and, neghgently, the teacher had failed to correct Yoav's
faulty reading®  mbvpmb xwou Spw — [Yoav] drew his
sword to kill [the teacher], 2 1 — [The teacher] said to
[Yoav]: ixpy —~ Why doldeservethis? m%ax — [Yoav] said
to him: .~ b naxoR MY M, 2057 — For it is written:
Cursed is he that does the work of HASHEM negligently.™ oy
'y — [The teacher] said to [Yoavl: oiprey xm3 xinab mrpaw
s — Leave that man® to remain under the curse. mx
m) — [Yoavl said to bim:  ~2n 1270 v Wy, :vny — But

_ it is written in the continuation of that very verse: And cursed is

he that withkolds his sword from shedding bloed.™ xzx
MR *MKT — Some say that [Yoav] killed [the teacher],
'H':D'J X% 7 X211 — and some say that he did not kill him.
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* Since when do we care about 97523 09913 7 IVVY?
I thought Chanukah celebrates a spiritual victory of Torah?
* How can the Rambam refer to Herod as Y99 mabn nin?

What difference does it make if we have a sovereign state?!
“The Jewish people “lived” for 2000 years without a state!”
Why does the Rambam mention “Kohanim” twice?

Why all these details in the Rambam? It’s not a history book!

Because the Rambam wants to emphasize that Jewish sovereignty is a mitzvah,
even if the leadership is not ideal, i.e. Kohanim (Chashmonaim).

We celebrate Chanukabh, in part, because Jewish sovereignty was restored —

even though we had terrible kings like Herod and Yannai. (Ben Gurion was a
boy scout compared to them)
The verse mandates Jewish sovereignty because of the double lashon...
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R. Yehonatan Eliasberg (1851-1898) - Wolkowysk
Son of Chovevei Zion activist R. Mordechai Eliasberg - in Shivat Tzion
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(Responsa Yeshuot Malko - R. Yehoshua Kutno- (1820-1893), Recognized Gadol,
early supporter of Hibbat Zion. Born in Plock, Poland. Developed a reputation as a

prodigy and great scholar. From 1861 to the end of his life he was rabbi of Kutno and

was known throughout the Jewish world as Yisrael Yehoshua Trunk of Kutno.

This is a Teshuva/Letter (dated 1891) to the Kotzker Rebbe (R. Chaim Yisrael
Morgenstern (1840-1905).
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