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Rabbi Yohanan said: Great is repentance, as it overrides even
a prohibition of the Torah. How so? As it is stated that God
said: “...Saying: If a man sends away his wife and she goes from
him and becomes another man’s, may he return to her again?
Will not that land be greatly polluted? But you have
committed adultery with many lovers; and would you yet
return to Me, said the Lord” ( ). Indeed, the Torah
states: “Her former husband, who sent her away, may not take her
again to be his wife after she has been made impure”

( ). The relationship between the Jewish people
and the Holy One, Blessed be He, is compared to that between a
husband and wife. Just as it is prohibited for an adulterous wife to
return to her husband, it should be prohibited for the Jewish
people to return to G-d from their sins, yet repentance overrides
this prohibition.
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Shmuel says that this was the convincing answer: Ten people
came and sat before the prophet Ezekiel. He said to them:
Repent. They said to Ezekiel: In the case of a slave sold by his
owner to another master, or a woman divorced by her husband,
does this person have any claim upon that person? Since G-d
gave the Jewish people to other masters, the ties that existed
between Him and us were severed. The Holy One, Blessed be He,
said to the prophet: Go say to them: “Where is your mother’s
scroll of severance, with which I sent her away? Or to which of
My creditors have I sold you? For your iniquities you sold
yourselves and for your transgressions was your mother sent
away” ( ). Learn from this that G-d did not sever His ties
to the Jewish people.
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Yad Washem Archive, Jerusalem
The Jews were led through the streets of Baden-Baden by the Nazis to the
National Hotel. They had to carry a Star of David inscribed “God, do not
abandon us.”
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